[image: image1.emf]
South Mississippi Housing and Development names Moran CEO and president
GULFPORT, Miss. (Jan. 20, 2015) – The board of directors of South Mississippi Housing and Development Corp. recently announced the appointment of Judith Jones Moran as CEO and president of the locally based affordable housing nonprofit. Moran, who was approved by unanimous vote by the 15-member board, has served as interim president since early 2014. 

“Judith’s more than 35 years of planning, management and private and public housing-sector experience, combined with her incredible work ethic and enthusiasm, has proven to be an invaluable asset to our organization during the past several months,” said Gerolene Rayborn, SMHD board chairperson. “As she transitions into the role of CEO and president in an official, permanent capacity, we know her vision to further develop our mission and her dedication to closing the gap on affordable, sustainable housing for low, moderate- and middle-income individuals and families will continue to grow the positive impact created in South Mississippi by SMHD.”

In the position, Moran, who joined the organization in 2013 as director of development, will be responsible for the day-to-day administration, planning and funding of SMHD’s projects throughout the 14 lower counties of the state. More specifically, she will develop and maintain alliances with community, business and financial partners; oversee the organization’s real estate assets, which include more than 1,400 units, as well as planned developments; manage working capital to finance ongoing operations and project development; and coordinate all activities with SMHD’s parent organization, Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VIII.
“It is gratifying to know that the board of directors values the work I have done at SMHD and have confidence in my ability to serve as their CEO and president,” said Moran. “I am thrilled to work with such a dedicated board and staff and our parent housing authority to bring new, affordable and efficient housing to South Mississippi.  The work we do here is important to the lives and welfare of families and communities. I intend to do my best each day to direct this organization under the expert leadership of the board to accomplish the mission of SMHD.”

Previously, Moran owned and operated a private consulting business, providing support to government and private nonprofit housing clients. From 2000 to 2012, she held roles of increasing responsibility, including COO for real estate planning and development for the New Orleans Housing Authority, where she developed a $1 billion plan to convert public housing sites impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  
Moran holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of New Orleans and a Bachelor of Arts in English from Xavier University, New Orleans. 
About SMHD: In August 2006, in the wake of Hurricane Katrina’s devastation to South Mississippi, the board of commissioners for the Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VIII formed South Mississippi Housing and Development Corp. in an effort to respond to the increased need and demand for affordable housing in the southern region. SMHD was formed as a locally based instrumentality nonprofit. The independent organization provides affordable housing opportunities and a sustainable living environment for low-, moderate- and middle-income individuals, families and seniors in a 14-county region of the state. As a 501(c)3, SMHD is actively involved in the acquisition, construction and rehabilitation of multiple mixed-income developments with partnerships that leverage public and private funding. Through its partnerships SMHD has developed or redeveloped 12 communities and holds 1,435 housing units in its portfolio, furthering the organization’s goal to stimulate economic growth and increasing the supply of affordable housing in South Mississippi. For more information, please go to SMHD.org. 
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